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THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL GENBRAL ASSEMBLY 


those who are not familiar with the background of the issues 
debate much that takes place at the General Assembly seems 
newsworthy. The Twelfth General Assembly was no exception, 
atters of cr’tical importance were taken up and dispatched in 
manner. , 


ermoner at the opening service of worship, substituting for = 
hiro, was Di. Kozaki who related the work of the Council to 
g ecumenical concern with "mission and unity". He spoke of me 
Ce: . laity to "be the Church in the world", and the challenge 
“to enquire if their theology be not too academic; fis? (ie 

allenge had recently been presented, he observed, by Hans » 
pan for three weeks as Chairman of the WCC Comittee 
oy D: alter. ens! Berton, Netecae veba mca ¥ 


s 
4 Tae 
et 


Ss reorganized: 

ch of Ghrisay 

~The Rt . Be wey 

sate Bishop of the SeeseA and The - 
heran pastor, were elected vice-chairmen. Tite: ay 
aes and Bruns were appointed recording secretaries, ies 
eee the new Chairman spoke appreciatively of Dr. Kozaki's : 

and. effective service as his predecessor. 


Procedural Matters and Many Reports 


Considerable Assembly time is devoted to ordering items on the 
nda for discussion, for other procedural matters and for the handling ~ 
pores. ihe first of these’to be given are those of the General 
etary and of the Hxecutive ee ee ee one’ by those. of various 
ttees snd departments of the Council. They may all be refered to 
€ volume of reports prepared for the Assembly. Questions and 
polations were not extensive on most reports and they were received 
tantially as piven... cole s 


New Member of the Council 
“The ny organized Baptist Domei was voted admission to the Coun- 
» the qualifications of this group, formed among the churches for- 
ly associated with the Hastern Baptist Convention had been reviewed ~— 
mdorsed for recommendation to the Assembly, and admission was 
after some criticism was voiced about the inadequate way in which 
round information on the Domei's candidacy has been presented. 
sugaya of the Domei later expressed appreciation on behalf of his. 
p, and pointed out that this year is the 150th anniversary of the 
nning of Adoniram Judson's work in Burma and of Baptist maces in 
far Hast. 


ae SG 


Resolutions 


| resolution on offering felicitations to the Crown Pince and his ~ 
€ on the occasi-n of their wedding was passed and refered to the 
t Executive Committee for appropriate action. The resolution includes 
eee ge of presenting the royal couple with a Bible. 


) er resolutions passed were, one expressing appreciation to ae 
SSA, Poe. the ishedpneae and ‘Seoretery, Bishop | Shot Mondol and, 


1 Education held here tage SUMMER se 
sr resolution or statement expresses the Council's firm’ oppo-= 
@ the - current move ement in some’ circles to reinstitute state 
Lae ne: make'ts clear the avprehen=: 2 
eat To: "the freedom of i 


on ee lead by the Rev. Mr. ‘Shimamura and 


Mr. Yuya, Hore were brief MemOrt Al exercises for oh 
eee ‘and the Rev. Timothy Aoki. Special prayers were = 
“Dr. Kozaki and Bishop Tskase, recognizing the unselfish serv- 
ee med had given the cause of Christ janity and igs Council. They 
God's gracious comfort and protection for their survivors and ~©— 
"Suidance that we may all foliow in their good exa meres The og « 
Michi Ebizawa, son of the late General Secretary acknowledged Roe 
m of the Council with appreciation, and spoke of his father 
tion to the Christian Movement in Japan and the world. 


General Secretary's Successor 


_The eee of Mr. Kiyoshi Hirai as ‘th 1¢ General Secretary of 


pted. Te: was urged upon Mr. Hirai to recondider andi to continue in 

post for the time being, in as much aS s proper successor could not © 
Ound. With the change in the office. of Chairman and in view of the = 
ousness Or© matters before the Council et this time, an exper ea ae 
is required in the General Secretary's position, it was stressed. 
opriate action is to be taken by the next Executive. Commission. 


Reorganization study Inconclusive 


The special committee appointed by the Executive Soocipeese to 
rUake a review of the structure of the Council and to investigate  — 
articular the financial: situation and fiscal policies Spare that.* 
aS unable to determine: on any definite proposals to put before the 
sembly. It said that the conclusions it had so far reached after 
fy meetings of the full committee and smaller committees were the 
owing: that the structure should be simplified and those "“activ- — 
by departmen ts" which permitted the change might better be reorganize 
spumittees of the Council under the direct administrative responsib 
eneral Secretary; that: demands of time and money on the 
pies. constituent. bodies for the work of the activities departments 
‘tailed; thet the ee ecece of the departments be onny efully 


it was decider: 
ge: the ear. Rgnasten whack was ’ charged to draw re 
Ss Saat presentation to the Executive Committee and in 


we concern has been voiced about the financial Situation and. Ss 
policies of the Council, especially about its continuing actin 
e oftimes ecessity to Mob Peter to pay Paul®™ in Aes to meet = 
ss there was considerable debate concerning ways and means for 
t of. the Council, the proper sdministration of funds and the 
er suditing and financial review. Out of this ears the 
mone the several activity. departments assume responsibility 
ing over a million yen (¥1,200,000) of the ee budget, an 
tofore sought through “eontributions". 
are.to be enjoined upon ail conmittees and dopartmente ss 
is the. appearance in the new budget of a previously non- 
eect or work outside the Council in connection with its  . 
' ccounting wil 
four. gusitors, two more than prov vided or 
as 


: | net 
Peccerei Budge cof the Council ond the - v 
passed without much debate. But question was raised, in et Le > Labo 


, about the disproportion in-amounts to be paid into this budg- 
y ‘the United Church and the Seikokai. eS 


special Funds Problem 


» ‘the right to determine the use to be made of a sum of $15,000 cont 
wed to the Church School Department from the WCCE was held not to res 
jirely with that Department. Although the money is recognized as bein, 
me the purpese of promoting Christisn Hducation in the Church in Japan, 
nal decision on its use rests with the Executive Committee of the ~ 


neil, it was maintained, and should come under cons deration by the 
mittee of Nine ol: augmented to twelve poral 


-Miscellany . 


| The 100th Anniversary program was reviewed and the plans for speci 
tures Such as the Centenary Ceremony proper, the regional celebratio 
sobe Gesifgnation and perpetuation of the major: sites of the history — 
Christianity in Japan, were discussed and endorsed. 


A telegram of appreciation and blessing was approved 
»&., otenley Jones and his associates, now in the midst 
ical campaign in Japan. 


- Gratitude was expressed formally to The Rev. John Masatake Fujita — 
r his years of distinguished leadership as executive of the Church 
001 Department. : 


__ Following a vote of appreciation to Aoyama Gakuin for making 
ilable the. place. to hold the Assembly, the Twelfth General ASeembagn : 
brought to a close with a period of worship. 


‘REPORT VOLUME OF WORLD CONVENTION ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


A handsome volume giving a comprehensive report of the events in 
ction with the 14th World Convention on Christian Education, held 
eect Maso summer, 1s off the press. . It is an attractive and well-. 
book, with legible type and satisfactory format. Here one can |. 
bine salient facts about the preparation and conduct of the principl 
Vities of that historic month, from mid-July to mid-August, focusing 
the great gatherings at Aoyama ‘Gakuin and the Sendagaya Athletic 


ee only £05 but the oF includes*also some account of yeas 


enterprise of such scope, including the World Institute at Kobe. 
he Church and Group Life Laboratory at Kiyosato, the Conventions: 
1 leaders in the fields of audio- visual education, Clr See ee 
for 
- in Tokyo an 1d” was itself the occasion of a variety of special ~ 
lerings, can be reported only in most summary fashion in a book. 
. Therefore, what the volume gains in comprehensivensss it 
: I fascinating detail and anecdote which those who 
2 Met he story is flattened | out as 26 
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| 
4} 
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delegates and observers will welcome this resume of hap- 

shey were so much in the-thick of, they could not, as the sayi 
pereciate the forest for the trees For many such this may be 

st overview to put the many events into perspective. For those. 

id not the privilege of attending this volume will afford the 
sé view of what took place during the busy month, certainly the 
“Significant month in the history of Christian Education in Japan 
te. 


Various aspects of the Convention have been fully reported elsewhe 
t is neither necessary nor advisable to review the contents of thi 
me except to say that it will recall to mind the persons, places an 
Wwities and, in summary fashion, the content outline of the princips 
"esses and discussions. The photographs used for illustration will 
9. in this regard, although they sre of verying quality and one wishes 
re were more of the better ones. 4 


If any single aspect of the report deserves special mention, perhz 
the tribute paid to the many whose tireless effort and cooperati 
the Convention possible, in particular those who were responsible 
he raising and administering of the budget. It is a matter of great 
isfaction, for example, that the portion of the funds contributed by 
local churches was more than the expectancy by several million yen. 


